
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT VERTEX ENERGY, INC
Vertex Energy, Inc. is an environmental services company that recycles industrial waste streams and off-specification commercial 
chemical products. The primary focus is recycling used motor oil and other petroleum by-product streams. Vertex purchases these 
streams from an established network of local and regional collectors and generators. Vertex also manages the transport, storage and 
delivery of the aggregated feedstock and product streams to end users; and manages the re-refining of a portion of our aggregated 
petroleum streams in order to sell them as higher-value end products. We also sell our aggregated petroleum streams as feedstock to 
other re-refineries and fuel blenders or as replacement fuel for use in industrial burners. The re-refining of used motor oil we manage 
takes place at a facility operated by a related party that uses a proprietary Thermal Chemical Extraction Process (TCEP) technology. 

Vertex is based in Houston, Texas with offices in Georgia and California. 
 
 
KEY FACTS 
OTCBB: VTNR 
Current Price: $2.10 
Shares Out.: 9,443,921 
52-Wk Range: $0.40—$4.00 

  
BLACK OIL DIVISION

Vertex Energy’s Black Oil Division is a third party aggregator and logistics manager for clients 
that utilize used oil (or “black oil”) as a feedstock for their re-refining, chemical processing and/or 
blending operations. For nearly ten years, the Black Oil Division has operated as an outsourced 
feedstock manager for large consumers of used motor oil by finding the appropriate quantities of 
black oil at the best prices on a reliable basis and managing the logistics of having the necessary 
quality and quantity of material delivered to customer facilities in a timely manner. Our numerous 
relationships with used oil collectors across the U.S. and our deep knowledge of used oil logistics 
allows us to meet the feedstock requirements of numerous customers so they can focus on their 
core operations.   
Used oil is sourced at prices that are somewhat tied to natural gas, and sold to clients at prices 
indexed off of crude oil (#6 Oil) - contract sales, spot market sales. An alternative to selling to 
Vertex is to sell to industrial users who often have the option of using natural gas for their 
processes rather than used oil. As a result of the different indices used for purchasing and selling, 
margins improve as the spread in price between oil and natural gas widens.      

REFINING & MARKETING
The Refining & Marketing Division produces three distinct products from distressed hydrocarbon 
streams. All of the processing is done at a third party facility under a contract manufacturing 
relationship. This division purchases pipeline transmix and chemical byproducts from distressed 
hydrocarbon streams: refineries, chemical plants, pipeline transmix, that can be used as feedstock 
for producing three distinct finished products: 

• Gasoline Blendstock, a raw gasoline product sold to large fuel blenders 
• Pygas, a feedstock for various chemical production processes 
• Marine Cutterstock, sold to large oil trading companies and used in making ship fuel   

 
TCEP TECHNOLOGY (ThermalChemicalExtraction Process)

This new business initiative within the Refining & Marketing Division utilizes a proprietary 
licensed technology to convert used motor oil, or black oil, into a refining feedstock or diesel 
replacement that can be used in all grades of ship fuel. The process utilizes thermal and chemical 
dynamics to extract impurities from the used motor oil, thereby capturing a large market ignored 
by other technologies, ship fuel market vs base oil market. The small footprint, low capex and 
ease of replication are ideal for future marine port based rollout. TCEP is a new technology within 
our Refining & Marketing Division that was launched in July of 2009. TCEP plant capital cost is 
a fraction of competing used oil processing technologies: $5-$10mm vs. $30-$50mm. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 VERTEX’S ROLE IN THE USED OIL VALUE CHAIN 
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HISTORICAL MILESTONES 
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 INVESTMENT HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•  Oil is a decreasing natural resource 

•  Seasoned management team with deep industry experience 

•  Patented TCEP technology, feedstock expertise and low capex provide competitive 
advantage within the industry 

•  TCEP is replicable at port locations across the U.S. and abroad 

•  Uniquely positioned to exploit acquisition opportunities throughout the used oil value chain 

 SELECT FINANCIAL SUMMARY - Trailing 12 months as of Q3, 2011 
  *2009 2010 2011 2010 – 2011 

Growth % 
 

 Revenues $38,703,847 $58,140,985 $109,740,257 89%  

 Cost of 
Revenues 

$35,974,295 $53,901,041 $101,666,187   

 Gross Margin $   2,729,552 $   4,239,944 $   8,074,070 93%  

 Net income $     (609,384) $   1,228,426 $   5,753,515 383%  

 Gross Margin %
Net Income %  

7.1% 
(1.6)% 

7.3% 
2.1% 

7.4% 
5.2% 

  

  YTD YTD YTD   
 Fully Diluted 

 
$ (.08) $0.09 $0.39 333%  

 
 

       
 

 
 

    *Company went public April 2009 
This document may contain forward-looking statements including words such as "may," "can," "could," "should," "predict," "aim," "potential," "continue," "opportunity," "intend," "goal," "estimate," "expect," "expectations," 

"project," "projections," "plans," "anticipates," "believe," "think," "confident," "scheduled," or similar expressions, as well as information about management's view of Vertex Energy's future expectations, plans and prospects, 

within the safe harbor provisions under the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These statements involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors which may cause the results of Vertex Energy, 

its divisions and concepts to be materially different than those expressed or implied in such statements. These risk factors and others are included from time to time in documents Vertex Energy files with the Securities and 

Exchange Commission, including but not limited to, its Form 10-K's, Form 10-Q's, and Form 8-K's. Other unknown or unpredictable factors also could have material adverse effects on Vertex Energy's future results. The 

forward-looking statements included in this press release are made only as of the date hereof. Vertex Energy cannot guarantee future results, levels of activity, performance or achievements. Accordingly, you should not place 

undue reliance on these forward-looking statements. Finally, Vertex Energy undertakes no obligation to update these statements after the date of this release, except as required by law, and also takes no obligation to update or 

correct information prepared by third parties that are not paid for by Vertex Energy. 
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